690 LABOUR, WAGES AND PRICES

17.—Index Numbers of Employment as r:ported by Employers, by Industries, as
at the first of each month, January, 1921 to Decembei,:, lszdconcluded. ’

Construc-
LE%Z. jogant- | Logging. | Mining. | Qommu- | Transpor- ::%%:: Services.| Trace. xtﬁs‘.
1923. |
Jan. 1.[ 781 §7-0 | 1008 o7-4 | 1048 960 92-8 98-2 863
Feb. 1.l 85.0 9511 1018 9-5| 1015 86-0 92.4 937 895
Mar. 1.| 875 888 98-6 974 99-8 83-8 93-4 88-9 89-9
April1.| 856 57-8 970 98-0 | 1002 85-2 94.9 90-2 876
May 1.|  90-5 48-0 96-7 997 | 1017 | 101-6 97-1 91.7 91-4
June 1.| 935 525 | 1016 | 102-2| 109-0 | 1402 | 108-8 91-9 973
July 1.| 936 48-4| 1016 | 1034| 112:2) 16011 1151 92-3 995
Aug. 1.| 935 4.2 1010 | 105-2] ms-4| 1837 | 187 91-7 100-2
Sept. 1.| 930 31| 104.0) 106-4| 1134 1808 | 1203 92-0 100-0
Oct. 1.| 91.8 s1.7 | 1049 | 1066 | 1162 | 170-8| 1137 933 99-5
Nov.1.| o121 62.6| 1054| 1053] 116.8] 159.3] 108:5 9341 98-8
Dec. 1.| 8.2l 82| 1059 1061| 138 1252 1062 96-8 95.7
1924, ’

Jan. 1.|  80-1 92-1| 100-5| 104-2] 1073 93-8 |  106-6 99-4 887
Feb. 1.| 849 97-0 { 104-0| 104-0] 1087 64-2 |  106-3 91-2 90-6
Mar. 1| 80 90-8 99-7 | 1054 | 1031 93.1| 1062 912 90-7
Aprit 1.} 865 54-2 99-5 | 106-0] 1087 o1.4| 1079 810 89-3
May 1.| 877 545 1033 | 1082 1053 | 12| 1080 91-9 918
June 1.|  88-4 53.6| 1087 109.8| 110-1| 1473 1138 92-5 95-2
Ny 1.| 877 431 g9 ! 17| we-0] 176.8| 122:5 921 95-9
Avg. 1.| 862 36-2 994 | 139 | 1108 1731 1224 91.7 94-7
Sept. 1.| 845 437 99-1| 131 078! 1853] 1217 92-1 03-1
Oct. 1.| 857 53-4 99-0 | 1112 1090 1575 115:0 93-1 93-9
Nov. 1.| 842 71.8 | 1005 | 111-3| 1082 | 1449 | 1093 93-8 93-0
Dec. 1.| 820 85-1 99-2| 108.3| 1082} 116:6) 1072 99-1 90-8

Nore.~—Number of employees of the reporting firms in January, 1920, is taken as 100 in every case.

9.—Child Labour Léws.

For several centuries the employment of children has been a subject of much
legislation in Great Britain, but in the earlier part of this period the object of the
legislators was to keep children fully employed, since idleness was regarded as one
of the greatest existing evils, particularly in its connection with pauperism. A
law of 1547, in dealing with vagrants, provided that their children who were between
the ages of 5 and 14 years should be bound out as apprentices, while the Statute of
Apprentices of 1562 decreed that children of working parents should ordinarily begin
work not later than the age of 12. The period of apprenticeship for boys lasted
until they were 24 years and for the girls until 21 years, or until marriage.



